GNU/Linux (Ubuntu) and Openoffice.org

Table of Contents

Understanding SOTEWATE. .........eeiuiiiiiiiieiie ettt ettt et et e st esateebeeseteeeenbeeeenneeeens 1
TYPES OF SOTEWATIE.....eeiiiiiieiiiieieecie ettt ettt et e et eesbeessbeebeessbeesseessseenseessseenseensssaennns 2
SYSTEIM SOTIWATEC. ....etiieiiieeiiie ettt e et e et e e e taeeesaeessaeeeasaeeessaeesssaeeansaeesssaeesssaeeeennssnees 2

Programming SOTIWATE..........ccuiiiiiiriieiieie ettt ettt e s e beesaee e b e e ssaeenseessneeessneennes 2
APPLICAtION SOTEWATE.......eiiieiiiiiiieciie ettt et e et e e e sta e e eaaeeeaeeessbaeeesseeeesassseeeeeennnns 2

WHhat 18 GINU/LINUX? ..eeiiiiiieeiieieieie ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt sbe et e st e s st e be et e eae et e eseesaeenseeneeenseas 2
LANUX QISTIOS ettt ettt ettt et et e et e e e e sabeeabeesase e beesabeenbeeeenbbeeeeaneeeennnee 3
WA 18 UDUNTU?...c..eiiiiiiiiieceet ettt ettt et a ettt set e e et e snteesnteeenneas 3

What makes UbUNtu SPECIAL ......ccuiiiiiiieeiiieciie ettt sree e s raeesaaeennenes 3
HOW t0 USE UDUNTUL ..ottt ettt sttt ettt e st et seeesbeen e enbeeeeeeeeneens 4
LOZ@INE TN 1.ttt ettt ettt et e sttt et e s at e e bt e s abe et eeeate e bt e enbe e bt e enteeeanbeeeenn 4
The DESKLOP LAYOUL.....cccuieiiieiieeiieeiteeie ettt ettt et te et e e b e et e sebeeseeesbeenseesssaenseessseenseesnseeseens 4
PanCIS et bbbt e ate e be e e nbe e e enbeeeeneee 4
IMLQII TTICTIUS ©..tentiiieieeite ettt sttt ettt et et st e e et e bt et eat e sh e e bt en s e e st e bt emeeenee bt enbeeneenbeenteennne 4
Rebooting and shutting dOWN ..........c.ooiiiiiiiiiiii e e 4

Managing Files and FOIAETS. ..........ooiieiiiiiiiiiecieeie ettt ettt e et e e e saaeeenraaeenes 4
FALES. .ttt ettt e b et e b et h e e e ht e e be e et e e bt e e ate e bt e eate e beeenteeens 5
| 210) 16 3 O OSSR URUPPPRO 5
ST (S ) ) 1 FO PP UPUUPPPRPIN 5
File Manager Or File BrOWSET.........ccviiiiiiiiiiiieiiecieeiee ettt sttt ve et e ssaeesaeeennaaeenes 5

Kannada 0N UDUNTUL.........ooiuiiiiiiie ettt ettt ettt e et e e bt e e bt e seeesabeesanbeeeeans 6
Using SCIM as the Input Method...........cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiecie et sereee e 6
Setting up Kannada Language in OpenOffice.org, Ubuntu and Windows...........ccceceeviveennieennee. 7

Installing Ubuntu with WINdOWS XP.........ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccieeitee ettt eve e e ssaeeaaeeen 7

DD/ OTZ T STBCLIOTT A0, vcvivevinierenirieteetetct ettt a e 11
SORTIOTE vttt 11
AR o S R o3 OO 12
)8 FOTY €07 FUOTEEBT OTITERT . 1uruvursrsesesrsesiseststts ettt 13

T S st e oy Tow LR RRPPPPRRS 13
BT (WIIET): ooiviiiiiiii i 13
D, (CALO): 1ot 14
BOT A (IIMIPIESS ) ettt ettt st e bt ettt s et e e e ab e e e s anbeeeeaa 15

QOBIVEET = LoOTIITOBIDCES. e+ttt ettt ettt et s aa e a e s b e b s b e b s b bt s b sae e s e s abe e s es 16
wigsy $0mNAE WWW (G S0 d05°) DETOR =ittt 16

T et o O 19



Computer Basics

Understanding Software

Computer software, or just software, is the collection of computer programs and related data that
provide the instructions telling a computer what to do. The term was coined to contrast to the old
term hardware (meaning physical devices). In contrast to hardware, software is intangible, meaning
it "cannot be touched"

Types of software

Practical computer systems divide software systems into three major classes|citation needed]:
system software, programming software and application software, although the distinction is
arbitrary, and often blurred.

System software

System software helps run the computer hardware and computer system. It includes a combination
of the following:

* operating systems

* device drivers

* servers

* utilities

* windowing systems
The purpose of systems software is to unburden the applications programmer from the often
complex details of the particular computer being used, including such accessories as
communications devices, printers, device readers, displays and keyboards, and also to partition the
computer's resources such as memory and processor time in a safe and stable manner. Examples are
- GNU/Linux, MS Windows and Mac OS X.

Programming software

Programming software usually provides tools to assist a programmer in writing computer programs,
and software using different programming languages in a more convenient way.

Application software

Application software allows end users to accomplish one or more specific (not directly computer
development related) tasks. Typical applications include:

* industrial automation

* business software

* video games

* quantum chemistry and solid state physics software

* telecommunications (i.e., the Internet and everything that flows on it)

* databases

* educational software

* medical software

* military software

* molecular modeling software



* image editing
» spreadsheet
* simulation software
* Word processing
* Decision making software
Application software exists for and has impacted a wide variety of topics.

What is GNU/Linux?

GNU Linux is a free and open source operating system software. As already explained, an operating
system is the software that “runs your computer”. Free Software says users should always have the
freedom to share software, without restrictions. On a technical level, Free Software guarantees the
right to view and also modify source code, or even use it as a basis to make a new program.
However, any additions or changes must be released as Free Software too, so others can continue to
benefit.

Linux distros

There isn’t just one version of Linux. There are hundreds. Versions are known as distributions of
Linux, or distros for short. Examples of other distros include Red Hat (www.redhat.com) and SUSE
(www.suse.com), but there are many others, and new ones appear all the time. This variety is
possible because of the freedom allowed by Free Software - anybody can take the source code and
make their own version. Some distros are commercially sponsored, while others arose from the
massive community of Linux users around the world. Ubuntu is a little of both: it is sponsored by
Canonical, a company founded by the entrepreneur Mark Shuttleworth in 2004, but it also benefits
from massive community support, and is based on Debian (www.debian.org), a community-
generated distro.

What is Ubuntu?

Ubuntu is a version of the GNU/Linux operating system. Ubuntu is a thoroughly modern operating
system that provides everything you might find in Windows or Macintosh OS X, but without the
drawbacks. It keeps things simple, yet offers sophisticated features.

Want to browse the web? Firefox will do the job. This is the same Firefox you might have been
using under Windows and, yes, the same add-ons will work. Want to instant-message friends using
AIM, MSN, or ICQ? Pidgin provides the solution. Need to do some word- processing, or
spreadsheeting, or presenting? OpenOffice.org will do the trick. GIMP will handle image-editing,
while RhythmBox will take care of music playback (stand-alone video playback is handled

by Totem). All of these programs are installed by default. They’re not extras and they’re all free of
charge.

Hardware support is excellent, with virtually every item of day-to-day hardware supported,
including graphics/sound cards, printers, wireless, USB memory sticks, cameras, iPods, and so-on.
There’s no need to fumble around with driver CDs—practically everything will be up and running
straight after installation, although as with any operating system you may have to configure the
system to your own tastes and needs.

What makes Ubuntu special

Three things make Ubuntu stand out from the crowd:


http://www.redhat.com/
http://www.debian.org/
http://www.suse.com/

1. Its focus on desktop users;
2. The Ubuntu philosophy and community;
3. Ease of use.

How to use Ubuntu

Logging in :

The first thing you’ll see, after the computer has finished its self-testing, is a boot menu. This lets
you choose between Ubuntu and Windows. The next thing you will see, after Ubuntu has finished
the first stage of booting, is the login screen. Simply type your username, hit Enter, and type your
password. Assuming both details are correct, booting will finish, and the desktop will appear.

The Desktop Layout

Panels :

The two panels are visible —one at the top of the screen, and one at the bottom. The one at the top
is concerned with presenting information, starting programs, and configuring the system. The panel
at the bottom is where programs minimize to, and this panel also includes a Show Desktop button
(left), a trash icon (right), and a virtual desktop selector (right; of which more later). Files can be
dragged and dropped onto the trash icon, and clicking it lets you view and empty the trash contents.

Main menus :

The three menus at the top of the screen (Applications, Places, System) are known as the main
menus. They stay on-screen all the time. When an application starts, its own menus appear within
its program window beneath.

The Applications menu at the top left provides access to software installed on the system.

The Places menu, alongside it, offers quick access to locations within the filesystem, or attached
storage such as USB memory sticks. Digital cameras and MP3 players are also listed here when
plugged-in.

The System menu, alongside the Places menu, offers control over your computer’s settings. It has
two submenus, as follows:

Preferences: This menu mostly lets you tweak settings relating to your particular user account and
the operation of the desktop. You can also alter some hardware settings, such as the screen
resolution, but only those that relate to your personal desktop configuration.

Administration: This menu offers system-wide hardware configuration options, such as altering the
time/date, and options for configuring the underlying Ubuntu system, such as adding/removing
software.

Rebooting and shutting down

To shutdown or reboot the computer, click the Shut Down entry on the System menu (under Ubuntu
8.04, select the Quit entry). Then select the relevant option from the dialog box that appears.

Managing Files and Folders

Files

Files are the most basic unit of data that users can store on a disk. Every program, image, video,



song, and document is stored as a file.

Folder

A folder is a collection of multiple files. Folders can also store other folders called sub-folders.
Folders are also called "directories"

File system

A file system is a method of storing and organizing computer files and their data.

File Manager or File Browser

A file manager or file browser is a computer program that provides a user interface to work with file
systems. The most common operations used are create, open, edit, view, print, play, rename, move,
copy, delete, etc . Files are typically displayed in a hierarchy. Ubuntu uses a file manager/browser
called Nautilus. File browser is used to

e Create folders and documents
* Display your files and folders

* Search and manage your files
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This file manager lets you organize your files into folders. Folders can contain files and may also
contain other folders. Using folders can help you find your files more easily.

File browser also manages the desktop. The desktop lies behind all other visible items on your
screen. The desktop is an active component of the way you use your computer.

Every user has a Home Folder. The Home Folder contains all of the user's files. The desktop is
another folder. The desktop contains special icons allowing easy access to the users Home Folder,
Trash, and also removable media such as floppy disks, CDs and USB flashdrives.

File browser is always running. To open a new File browser window(see previous figure), double-
click on an appropriate icon on the desktop such as Home or Computer, or choose an item from on
the top panel.

In Ubuntu, many things are files, such as word processor documents, spreadsheets, photos, movies,
and music.
Lets see how to create a new folder in our home folder and save a text file in it.

Step 1: Click on places — home folder



The file browser will open.

Step 2: On the menu bar, Click on New — Create Folder, You'll see a new folder with untitled
folder as its name, you can overwrite it with any folder name that you want and press enter. This
will create a new folder in your home directory

Step 3: Now, double-click on this new folder, it will open the new folder. On the menu bar, Click
on New — Create Document — Empty file. You'll see a new file with new file as its name, you can
overwrite it with any file name that you want and press enter. Double-click on the file and you can
edit the text in the same.

Kannada on Ubuntu

Using SCIM as the Input method

The SCIM Input method is used to input different languages, most often Asian languages like
Chinese, Japanese or Korean, but it can be used to input many other languages as well. SCIM
needs to be triggered to be

used with any application. The Keyboard Layout Foordld Tworos

default trigger is CTRL and approved by Govt. of Karnataka & #,}3' dedTom 33653533'
SPACE keys on the keyboard.

A small tab will pop up at the

bottom right corner of the ‘T| ‘@| ‘T‘ ‘T‘ |?|

screen. Click on the tab to =2 = -5 % % 5
|

suee: ¥. &H. genk, TIQeds: OB MoeT T0&s0,

choose Kannada. Kn-itrans
method can be chosen if you
need to use the transliteration
key map (Baraha Style). Kn-
kgp can be used to input .
method using the Kannada ‘ -4 |
Ganaka parishat key-map z
(Nudi style).

Please note that only Arkavattu works a little different here ( Eg to type surya, we need to press
sUrty, instead of the usual sUyF)

Setting up Kannada Language in OpenOffice.org, Ubuntu and Windows

1. Open OpenOffice.org Word processor by clicking on Application — Office —
OpenOffice.org Word processor

Click on Tools — Options — Language settings — Languages

Check Enabled for Complex Text Layout(CTL) and Choose Kannada in Default
languages for Documents (CTL)

4. Click on OK

1. Click on system — administration — Language support
2. Choose scim-immodule in the input method box.

3. Log off and login again to see the effects.
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